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From Immobilization to Disposition: 25 Years of the ISL
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The 50" Scientific Basis for Nuclear Waste Management meeting coincides with the 25%
Anniversary of the University of Sheffield’s Immobilisation Science Laboratory (ISL).
Initially funded by the then British Nuclear Fuels (BNFL) the ISL has developed facilities for
all aspects of immobilization research including ceramic, vitreous and cementitious
wasteforms, their performance including aqueous durability and the impact of different
disposal environments. The ISL also provides a pipeline of well qualified graduates for the
UK nuclear industry with many in senior roles. This presentation reviews highlights from the
first 25 years of the ISL including recent contributions to wasteform development, long term
durability testing of vitreous wasteforms, the UK’s Pu disposition programme and
developments in deep borehole disposal.



